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from The Editor 
Editorial 
By Rdam Honsinger 
This is it: The last issue of the summer. As 
of September we will return to our usual 
weekly newspaper format. The August issue 
heralds the close of the semester and the 
beginning of a new academic year. And 
frankly I'm not sure whether I should laugh or 
cry. 
I for one am excited about wiring myself to 
the weekly grind of publication and its more 
fluent movement from one issue to the next. 
A momentum that I can only trust will function 
a little more ardently than the lull and crash of 
a monthly schedule. 
This summer has proven to be a somewhat 
serio-comic apprenticeship as the quadrilogy 
of May, June, July and August will attest. The 
sum of some good, honest, hard work, under 
the scrutinizing random visitations of Murphy 
and his diabolical axiom. 
In the end I feel tenderized and marinat-
ed-ready for the heat of weekly deadlines, 
both here at the paper and in my academic 
pursuits. Thank you for persevering with our 
attempts throughout the semester to negoti-
ate new software, design, staff and features 
in concert with technical, human and some-
times divine expertise and error. 
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DC Registration: H uuicious Cycle" 
Eileen Uelthuls 
news Editor 
The registration system at DC is frustrating stu-
dents. 
New Westminster campus student Laura Miles 
admits she is fed up with the system. 
"Every semester it seems that my registration 
date keeps getting worse and worse ... it seems to 
be a vicious cycle. My first semester, I couldn't get 
what I wanted so I settled for classes I wasn't real-
ly interested in," she said. 
The registration system has recently been 
upgraded, from phone-in registration to online web 
registration. The upgrade does not change the way 
the registration dates are determined. 
According to Ashifa Manji at the registrar's office 
at DC, the dates are decided by a combination of 
different things. Students in limited enrollment pro-
grams are assigned registration times based on 
their program of study. For open enrollment pro-
grams, new students are assigned a priority regis-
tration time based on their date of application. For 
returning students, it is their GPA that determines 
the priority registration time. 
Students should also be aware that they have 
three more opportunities to try to get into the 
courses they want. 
From August 7-17, the web registration system 
is open to all students to continue to add and drop 
courses. 
After August 22 the fee payment deadline, stu-
dents who have not paid their full fees are de-reg-
istered. When the web registration system opens 
at 5:30a.m., many students should be able to find 
the courses they need. 
Late registration-September 3-14. Students 
can add and drop courses in person by obtaining 
signatures from faculty. 
Miles says "I would like students and administra-
tors to know that DC has an obligation when 
accepting students, to either provide what they 
claim to, courses that is, or at least let students 
know that it is highly likely that the classes they 
want will be full by the time they register. Also, I am 
aware of the "free-for-all" that happens after de-
registrations for non-payment of fees. So is every-
one else, and courses are gone in a matter of min-
utes at that time:· 
new Education Bill 
Brings Yet more Changes 
Eileen Uelthuls 
news Editor 
Passed on January 28 of this year, Bill 28, 
the Public Education Flexibility and Choice 
Act, is being challenged in the Supreme 
Court of BC. 
The bill is bringing even more changes to 
the post-secon~ary system, as it now allows 
institutions to decide class sizes and total 
number of students. 
It also allows institutions to determine the num-
1ber and duration of terms, and to assign faculty 
to deliver distance and online courses while dic-
tating when faculty can take vacations and for 
1\ow long. 
Bill 28 is opposed by organizations such as the 
Canadian Association of University Teachers 
(CAUT), the British Columbia Government 
EmpldYee's Union (BCGEU), and the College 
Institute Educator's Association (CIEA). The 
CIEA and the BCGEU have taken the matter to 
the Supreme Court of BC. 
According to a CIEA publication, Bill 28 should 
be "declared a violation of the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms and thus unconstitu-
tional." The CIEA claims that the bill violates 
Freedom of Expression, as workers no longer 
have the right to negotiate with institutions about 
class sizes, hours and days of work and vacation 
time. They also claim that the rule of law-mean-
ing that "we live by the rule of law as opposed to 
the rule of an individual person"-has been bro-
ken as the employer now has the power to 
replace employees' contract terms with edicts. 
Lastly, they claim that the bill violates workers' 
rights to bargain collectively on issues. 
CAUT has issued a warning to institutions 
regarding Bill 28. Post-secondary institutions 
that choose to override collective agreements 
that are currently in place with their faculty will 
face censure, which they say could isolate the 
institution from the rest of Canada's academ-
ic community. 
Brad Barber of DC's communications 
department says that currently "the college 
doesn't have an official position on the bill." 
A copy of Bill 28 can be found online at 
<www.legis.gov.bc.ca>. 
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Transit Changes ftrriue in the Fall 
H.euln munro 
OP Contributor 
Students may find the trip to school easier 
and faster in September, thanks to recently 
announced changes to transit service. 
The Labour Day long weekend will host the 
full opening of the new SkyTrain Millennium 
Line, as well as the introduction of a new 97 
8-Line bus route and a new shuttle service for the Thomas Haney campus. 
The Millennium Line will open on August 31. A new shuttle will connect SFU with 
the Production Way/University station, located on Lougheed Highway, just west 
of Gaglardi Way. This service will run at least every 1 0 minutes during the day. 
A new evening shuttle, starting September 3, will leave Thomas Haney campus 
at 10:08 p.m. Monday to Thursday, arriving at the Haney Place Mall at 10:13 p.m. 
This will help provide better connections to other routes. 
These changes "will represent an improvement in services, particularly in peak 
service times," said Translink spokesperson Ken Hardie. 
For example, currently the 99 8-Line runs between Commercial Drive and 
Lougheed Mall every half-hour, taking approximately 35 minutes to travel that 
distance. On the Millennium line, that trip will take 17 to 18 minutes, with much more 
frequent service, representing a drop in travel time by almost 50 per cent. 
Hardie says that some people may have to make a transfer they didn't have to 
make before, but with the increase in service times, there will be an overall net 
benefit to riders. 
A new 8-Line service will operate between the Lougheed SkyTrain station and 
Coquitlam station. This service will run every 10 minutes, increasing service over the 
current 147 route, and will have limited stops along the way. Overall this should lead 
to easier access to transit service for those living in Coquitlam and connected areas. 
Car Crime Rising 
Eileen Uelthuis 
news Editor 
Statistics released by ICBC last month show that auto crime is on the rise again. 
The statistics say that an average of 60 vehicles are reported stolen every day in 
BC. 
In New Westminster alone, the amount of auto thefts rose by 20 per cent over a 
one-year period: There were 571 cars stolen in the year 2000 and 686 stolen in 
The 8-Line is an intermediate step to see if ridership numbers will justify the con-
struction of a SkyTrain line in the region. 
Asked where the money for these expansions will come from, especially after 
recent transit cutbacks, Hardie responded "extra fuel taxes, extra fares and extra 
property tax. Those three things combined amount to pretty close to $80 million." 
That money will pay not only for increased bus services and integration with 
SkyTrain, but also for the operation of the SkyTrain line itself. 
Not only are these changes good news for many students, they are good news 
for the proponents of bringing a U-Pass to SFU as well. A U-Pass is a universal 
transit pass, where every student pays into it as part of their student fees, lower-
ing the cost for transit users. Students for U-Pass founder Phillip Gander says the 
changes are key to implementing the U-Pass and having a successful vote on the 
issue. 
"There's no point in going ahead with a U-Pass if there's not going to be any 
changes or improvements in the system," Gander said. 
Gander believes that the U-Pass could be a catalyst to improving transit servic-
es even further for SFU students, since it would provide an influx of money for 
Translink to do so. Gander and others working for the U-Pass are still trying, 
however, to get a written commitment from Translink to ensure that if the U-Pass 
is approved in a fall semester referendum, that the money will go to improving 
transit for SFU students. 
There hasn't been any discussion about a U-Pass for Douglas College students 
as of yet. 
Gander feels a victory for U-Pass supporters will be achieved with the help of 
these recent announcements. "In my mind, I'm confident it'll go through . We just 
need to be able to hold it." 
2001 . The same study shows that Maple Ridge and Coquitlam experienced increas-
es of 27 per cent and 7 per cent, respectively. 
There were 130,784 auto crime claims reported to ICBC in 2001 over a slightly 
lesser 123,468 in 2000. While theft claims increased by 17 per cent across BC, 
vehicle break-ins increased by 9 per cent and vandalism claims actually dropped by 
one per cent. 
"The incidence of this type of crime has increased significantly over the past year 
and is one of the reasons that claims costs are rising as rapidly as they are:• said 
ICBC's CEO Kevin Benson in the press release. 
BCs top 5 most stolen vehicles are: 
Honda Civic, 1988-2000 
Dodge Caravan, 1991 -1995 
Toyota Camry, 1984-1991 
Plymouth Voyager, 1991-1995 
Honda Accord, 1986-1994 
ICBC has some recommendations to 
make your vehicle less appealing to 
thieves. They suggest never leaving a 
spare key in your car, (always put it in your 
wallet), close your windows and lock your 
doors, and don't leave possessions in 
plain view. Park your car in the open, in 
well-lit , well-traversed areas. Look into 
stereos with removable faceplates, and don't forget to take them with you when you 
leave the car. Engrave your driver's licence number onto the stereo. Finally, use an 
anti-theft device. 
There are various types of anti-theft devices and they are all good deterrents, but 
ICBC suggests that electronic immobilizers are the most effective way to combat 
auto crime. 
For more information on how to protect your vehicle visit <www.icbc.com>. 
theother press OPIDIODS 
Broad's Eye Uiew 
J.H.L 
OP Columnist 
As I write this column I have exactly six more hours before I board a plane bound 
for Manitoba. Winnipeg that is, swimmin' holes and hockey stars. I am going home 
for a wedding and I think that for the first time I'm not dreading the trip. I drove out 
of Winnipeg cursing everything in sight, swearing I would never return. I think I am 
finally over it-the shame of being Manitoban. I think many young Manitobans feel 
this way. I mean you can only be called a dirt farmer so many times before it smarts. 
When I moved to BC I would squirm every time someone asked where I was from. 
"The prairies" I would say and smile apologetically. I'm coming out. 
The anti-Manitoban sentiment is especially prevalent here in Vancouver. Which is 
amusing as I suspect Manitoban ex-pats in the Lower Mainland nearly outnumber 
Vancouver natives by now. And you all should be happy to have us. We brought you 
Hunky Bill, Silver Jeans and kick-ass prairie hip-hop from FarmFresh. I apologize 
for Bitt Naked though; they had orders to shoot her if she ran for the border. We're 
a hearty bunch, surviving revoltingly hot summers and thigh-numbing 
winters. Hell, we even built a city on a swamp-who's a stupid dirt farmer now? 
Okay bad example, but it hasn't sunk yet. 
Perhaps the most Manitoban event is the social. I was flabbergasted to learn they 
do not exist outside the province. A social is a party, usually thrown by an engaged 
couple to earn money for their upcoming wedding. Socials are pivotal to teenagers 
as ID is rarely required and the beer is cheap. It's rare that you would actually know 
the people who are hosting it. Tickets are sold to anyone willing to shell out $8 to 
drink in a rented hall (often the Legion) and dance to a lot of Steve Miller tunes. 
They are huge and everyone goes. 
The parking lot outside the social is often more exciting than inside the hall. 
Besides the inevitable drunken car-sex and pot smoking, I witnessed some of the 
most spectacular fist fights outside socials. Of course, everyone would take pause 
from their outdoor activities to come inside aJ midnight for the heaping plates of 
Colby cheese, Ritz crackers, KUB rye bread, garlic sausage and sweet mixed pick-
les lovingly put out by someone's dour-faced aunt and uncle. Sounds disgusting, 
but with bellies full of Club beer, (locally brewed "for people like you by people like 
us") the food tastes heavenly. Sigh, I can hardly wait. Friends of mine have bought 
me a social ticket for the night I fly in. Best reception I can imagine. 
I don't know why I am telling you all this. Perhaps I still feel defensive and want to 
convince you all that it's not such a bad place. I don't expect miracles. I am just com-
ing to terms with Winnipeg, or the Peg as we call it. I don't suppose I've convinced 
many of you how great it can be, and I doubt Tourism Manitoba is going to be thank-
ing me for my representation. So, I'll leave you with one last thought: Winnipeg is 
desolate and flat, but the beer and women aren't. 
Filibuster 
Editorial 
Cartoon 
J.J. mcCullough 
OP cartoonist 
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BUSH CABINET MEETING 
H Suspicious Diuorce: BC Gas and BC Hgdro Break Up 
Erin Culhane 
Opinions Editor 
Murray Douglas doesn't like paying tor something 
before he gets it. He certainly doesn't like paying tor a 
product based on an estimate. 
So the Maple Ridge resident is not pleased with the 
billing practices of BC Gas. While the meters are read 
bi-monthly, the utility company bills customers month-
ly. "Basically, six months out of twelve, I'm paying 
based on an estimate;' said Douglas. 
This month BC Gas issued a bill separate from BC 
Hydro. As Douglas puts it, "The two boys couldn't get 
along and play in the sandbox:· But it's not the sepa-
rate bill that troubles Douglas. He's been paying bi-
monthly utility bills tor years. It's paying for energy 
based on the guesswork of BC Gas. "Where else do 
you pay tor usage based on an estimate? It's like it I 
brought my car to a mechanic, and paid him based on 
his estimate, and the mechanic said, 'It I'm wrong I'll 
pay you back."' 
Said Douglas, "My first bill was way ott." He 
explained that during the same period last year, he 
used 12.1 gigajoules of energy tor two months, but his 
first BC Gas bill was tor 1 0.1 gigs tor just one month. 
"And I'm not the only one concerned. There have been 
10,000 phone calls to BC Gas." Douglas has taken his 
complaint to the BC Utilities Commission-he and 11 
other BC Gas customers. 
For customers who are on the equal monthly pay-
ment plan, paying based on an estimate is nothing out 
of the ordinary. It may just mean adding BC Gas to their 
Internet or telephone banking roster, or the inconven-
ience of cutting an extra cheque and licking another 
stamp each month. But tor those who have been pay-
ing bi-monthly, this new system means going from pay-
ing one bill to three every two months. 
I'm an equal payment customer, so while I can 
understand Douglas' frustration, it really doesn't affect 
me. 
What I find troubling is that after a fourteen-year mar-
riage, the two companies have decided to call it quits. 
And we the utility customers are now the children of a 
broken home. 
According to a letter sent out to BC Gas customers 
last month, "BC Gas and BC Hydro attempted to retain 
the joint billing arrangement by investigating new sys-
tems that would meet the needs of both the gas and 
electric utilities:'(We've been to countless marriage 
counselling sessions.) 
The letter goes on to state, "After extensive negotia-
tions, both companies came to the conclusion that the 
needs of the gas and electric utilities are different and 
the best solution is tor each utility to issue its own bill:' 
(Sorry, it's over. Your dad's moving out. Oh, and we're 
doing it because it's the best thing tor you kids.) 
It's over, just like that? But, didn't they seem happy 
enough tor the last fourteen years? As a contused 
teenager, I'm lett wondering if the "other woman" 
(a.k.a. the Liberals) might have something to do with 
the split. Everything was tine until she came along, 
wasn't it? Oh, that little floozy, and her incessant talk of 
privatization ... now I know what she was up to. 
As a utility customer, it's a contusing time. Should I 
blame myself? Was it my fault that it ended? Was it that 
period in the early 90s when I didn't pay my bill regu-
larly? 
Wait a minute ... maybe there's something I can do. 
What it I make my cheque to BC Gas out to BC Hydro 
and vice-versa? Then they'll have to talk to each other, 
and then maybe, just maybe ... 
Don't worry my fellow family members. It may take 
years of counselling and a life-long tear of utility inti-
macy, but we will get through this. 
As tor Douglas, perhaps the Utilities Commission will 
come through with an agreeable solution, but I'm sure 
he's not holding his breath. 
OPinions 
Policy Schmolicg: 
Rules fail to Help Hnimals 
Erin Culhane 
Opinions Editor 
For as long as I can remember I've been in love with 
Great Danes. And if I had a bigger vehicle, a bigger 
house, a bigger wallet, I would have one for my very 
own. I don't often see this giant breed, but when I do, I 
stop my car, bike, or whatever I'm doing, to take a clos-
er look at what I consider to be one of the most beau-
tiful dogs in existence. Sigh ... one day. 
Now you can imagine my excitement when I spotted 
two Great Danes-a fawn and a harlequin (white with 
black splotches)-prancing in their pony-like glory in 
the park last week. I dropped everything and rushed 
over to them as they made their way to the kids' play-
ground. 
The two giants towered over most of the children and 
were being admired and patted by everyone near 
them. As I got closer, I noticed they weren't wearing 
collars. Still closer and I heard the concern in the voic-
es of the people gathered around the dogs. "He must 
have been hit by a car," said a woman. "I don't know, 
look at his ribs-he's malnourished," said another. 
"He's all bloody on his back end." 
They were right-the harlequin Dane looked sickly, 
although his face was a picture of perfection. There 
they stood-thousands of dollars' worth of dogs with 
no owner, no identification and a growing crowd of con-
cerned people. While we waited for the SPCA, a 
woman named Lisa gathered some sausage rolls and 
cheese puffs for the pair. The fawn showed no interest, 
but the skin-and-bones harlequin snarfed the food 
down like he hadn't eaten in days. 
One lady in the crowd said, "I heard the owners let 
them out all the time. The dogs like to be around peo-
ple so they just let them play here." 
Shelly, the caretaker for the Maple Ridge campground 
wasn't surprised. She said people drop off dogs and cats 
often. "Once someone left a chicken in a box outside the 
washrooms. He was obviously a pet." She said recently a 
cat was dropped off with her litter of kittens. "Three days 
later the mamma was badly injured and the 
kittens were gone," she said, adding, "I really worry about 
the dogs being hit on the road." 
When the woman from the SPCA arrived, she came 
over with the leads and said, "Okay, who's taking who for 
a walk here?" She was no stranger to the dogs. 
One of the concerned women in the crowd asked, 
"Do his owners really drop the dogs off here and 
leave?" 
"Well it's not cheap for them. They have to pay to get 
them out every time." When we raised concerns 
about the health of the harlequin , she told us he'd 
had a stroke last year and that he was 17. "He's just 
really old ," she said . 
Okay, there were so many things wrong with this 
situation, I didn't even know where to start. First I 
called my veterinarian sister-in-law Leslie. 
"Seventeen? That's impossible," she said. "They're 
geriatric by the time they're eight." She thought his 
symptoms might be from a flea allergy. 
Next I got in touch with Lorie Chortyk, the SPCA 
general manager for community relations, and 
asked her straight out: "Why are these people get-
ting their dogs back?" She answered, "We're 
obliged to follow municipal bylaws. The bylaws state 
that unless the animals are in critical distress we 
have to give them back. I can guarantee you that 
every time they come they get a lecture, but we 
can't keep their animals." 
Chortyk said the dogs have been picked up by the 
Maple Ridge SPCA five times since March 2001. 
SPCA employees would probably have more luck 
instructing the dogs on how to drive themselves 
home than getting through to their owners, who 
clearly choose to ignore the lectures. "The owners 
let them loose on their property, they get out where 
the acreage isn't totally contained and they end up 
at the park," said Chortyk. 
As for the age of the harlequin, she said the SPCA 
didn't have his age on file, so she didn't know where 
the number 17 had come from. She reiterated, "Unless 
the animals are in critical distress we don't have juris-
diction." 
Diane Merenick, the District of Maple Ridge bylaw 
services supervisor, confirmed what Chortyk had said. 
But after reading the entire "Maple Ridge Dog Pound 
and Dog Control By-law" (with ambiguous wording, like 
"periodic exercise" and "sufficient quality"), I found 
nothing that addressed the SPCA's jurisdiction in a sit-
uation where owners repeatedly let their dogs loose, 
nor did I find the term "critical distress." 
Barb Wilson from the Maple Ridge SPCA said, 
"There are laws and there are people that have disre-
gard for the laws. You get these people that have 
acreage and they feel they don't have to confine their 
dogs." 
She added, "We're meeting with the bylaws office on 
Tuesday and we're going to take a look at the whole 
thing." Given that the bylaw is in urgent need of a com-
plete overhaul , I hope the meeting goes well . 
Wilson said the Danes were licenced and the owners 
were fined each time to get the dogs out. She said the 
first fine for licenced dogs is $30 and it goes up $20 for 
the second incident and again for the third, where it lev-
els off at $70. That means that the owners of these 
dogs have paid $580 in 15 months. Talk about dispos-
able income. 
While I was still in Great Dane mode, I talked with the 
former secretary of the Great Dane Club of Canada, 
Lucy, from Winnepeg, Manitoba. She was outraged. "If 
they are returning these dogs to the people, there is 
something wrong with the organization," she said. "If I 
was out in B.C. I would sure do something. Obviously 
these people can't look after their dogs. They shouldn't 
be in that shape and they shouldn't be running loose." 
Most people wouldn't argue Lucy's point. Something 
has to be done. The present system of ineffective 
bylaws and poundkeepers whose hands are tied in red 
tape doesn't look out for Number One-the animals. 
You know, it almost makes a person want to take 
matters into her own hands. It makes a person think 
that, yes, she can fit two Great Danes, a Black Lab and 
a pair of kids into my-1 mean her-two-door coupe. 
Sigh .. . one day. 
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Science matters 
misuse of Hntibiotics must be Curtailed 
Dauid Suzuki 
More than a quarter-century ago, I did a television program 
that discussed the hazards of misusing antibiotics, including 
using antibiotics as growth-promoters in livestod<. Today, this 
practice continues in much of the oor1d even though it has 
been implicated in the rise of antibiotic resistance, which can 
make some of our most powerful drugs useless. 
Antibiotics are an extremely irTIJXlrtant tool in modem med-
icine. In the 1940s I came down with pneumonia and was 
close to death when a doctor injected me with penicillin.lt was 
like a miracle-the next day I was up and out of bed. 
Antibiotics have saved countless lives ~ repelling bacteria. 
But bacteria EM:>Ive quickly and can become resistant to our 
drugs. So we create reN drugs. Then the bacteria EM:>Ive 
again. Some have row EM:>Ived to the point that they are 
resistant to all of our drugs--they have become "superbugs~· 
In July, the most recent superbug, a type of Staphytoccocus 
aureus, was found in an American patient suffering from a leg 
ulcer. S aureus is actually a common bacteria often found in 
healthy people, but it can sometimes lead to severe infections. 
In this case, doctors tried several different antibiotics, but to no 
avail. Their last resort was a powerful antibiotic called van-
comycin. To their surprise, it had no effect. An older drug even-
tually managed to stop the infection, but the patient was lucky 
to survive. 
Although doctors have been expecting this to happen even-
tually, finding such a resistant strain of a common bacteria 
was disturbing. Fifteen years ago, doctors discovered a van-
comycin-resistant strain of the common stomach bacterium 
Enterococcus, and it row plagues the intensive-care sections 
of hospitals. S aureus has the potential to be a much bigger 
prol)em. 
like Salmonella. The US Food and Drug Administration esti-
mates that every year up to 1 0,000 Americans develop 
antibiotic-resistant infections from eating chicken containing 
such bacteria. Second, resistant bacteria found in food ani-
mals can transfer resistance to normally harmless bacteria in 
humans through physical contact. These common bacteria 
are persistent and may spread from person to person. 
Occasionally, they can cause infections, and if the bacteria 
are resistant to antibiotics, the infection may prove difficult to 
treat. 
Recently, a group of US scientists developed a mathemat-
ical model to examine how feeding antibiotics to livestod< can 
lead to resistance. Their findings, published in the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, indicate 
that gMng animals massive doses of antibiotics that are also 
used for humans reduces the useful life span of the drug ~ 
about 30 per cent. 
Importantly, they also conclude that allowing antibiotics to 
be used in agriculture until resistant strains are discovered will 
not likely be effective ''because once antibiotic-resistant bac-
teria are detected, much of the damage has been done~'They 
recommend that if antibiotics are to be used in agriculture as 
growth promoters at all, then only those that have ceased to 
be helpful to humans should be used. 
Researchers are hard at oork developing reN antibiotics. 
Recent breakthroughs, including the sequencing of the 
genome of an important bacterium and the discovery of a key 
to antibiotic resistance in one of the superbugs, are promising 
advancements. But unless we stop the rampant misuse of 
antibiotics, the effectiveness of reN drugs will continue to be 
compromised. 
To discuss this topic with others, visit the discussion 
forum at www.davidsuzuki.org. 
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Suburban Graffiti 
EESHK! 
Dawn-louise mcleod 
OP Columnist 
Bored in suburbia? Well, hey dude, hacky sack and 
devil sticks are passe-grab a few idle rocks and build 
yourself an inukshuk! 
An inukshuk-for the uninitiated, that's pronounced 
"ee-nuke-shuke" (rhymes with kook)-is one of those 
topply cairn-like anthropomorphic figures anywhere 
from five inches to twenty feet in height that is quick 
becoming an icon of Canadian grooviness. And no 
wonder-"likeness of a person" is the rough translation 
from lnuktitut, the Inuit language. 
lnukshuks are rearrangements of the existing envi-
ronment, markers to guide sustenance-seeking trav-
ellers through an otherwise-featureless landscape. 
Though usually made of nearby rock slabs, in a pinch 
other materials can be substituted. Stuck in a Safeway 
line-up, for example, I use National Enquirers and Oh 
Henry bars to build them on the rubber conveyer belt. 
The initial West Coast sighting of an inukshuk was 
in 1987 at English Bay, where the Northwest Territories 
had generously plunked the Expo 87 leftover. Judging 
from its prominence on travel webpages, this particular 
inukshuk is internationally famous. But for years my 
family and I ignorantly called it an eeshk. And, I regret 
to say, it was there my ex-husband and I first kissed. 
Thanks to that memory, I've never really liked the 
eeshk. 
But lately I've been seeing its multitudinous off-
spring everywhere. My girls brought sticky versions 
back from Brownie camp, tokens of the leaders' hip 
craftiness. I spotted a guy in downtown Vancouver 
building inukshuks while passersby gave him money-
a new spin on squeegee kids. A few small inukshuks 
have even appeared in the centre of my coveted swim-
ming hole, a nearby lake. And on a recent weekend 
retreat at a friend's oceanside villa near glamorous 
Powell River, I noticed moss-covered stone figures fes-
tooning each curve and dip of the rock-slathered cliffs. 
"They've been here ever since I was a kid;' said my 
host. (That explained the moss.) I envisioned genera-
tions of children being restrained from knocking the 
inukshuks over. "Young lady, you're just a stone's throw 
away from being grounded;' might have been the 
parental rebuke. 
My Google search yielded a few surprising 
results. Microcell Communications Inc., kennel for 
that yappy little Fido, has a subsidiary company 
named lnukshuk. lnukshuk is a popular commercial 
name. There is an lnukshuk kayak, lnukshuk consult-
ing firm, lnukshuk environmental planning firm , and 
I'm sure it won't be long before McDonald's sells The 
Big lnukshuk. An inukshuk game forms part of some 
writer's online portfolio (but if the name of the game is 
not lame, the game itself is). For those too spoiled to 
build their own inukshuk, shop online at lnukshukman 
for the perfect corporate brownnosing gift or little 
chunk of Canada for rock-deprived tourists. With a 
starting price point of $19.95 (plus shipping and 
taxes), somebody's making a killing by picking up 
rocks and gluing them together-another fine exam-
ple of Canuck initiative. 
One of my seven-year-olds explains the lure of 
inukshuk building: 
"You find all these big rocks, and when you put one 
on top of another you have to make sure it stays there 
or you're going to have to find a different rock-maybe 
even a different shaped one. The eeshk can get as big 
as you want until the whole thing falls over and you 
have to start again . Isn't that fun , Mom?" 
Rock on , Sysiphus. You know, he's the guy the 
gods doomed to futile and hopeless labour. 
Ready to upshuk? 
Send your comments to iconoclastcom@yahoo.ca 
The Other Press Opinion Poll LAST MONTH'S QUESTION: Do you or would you like to view pornography to "spice up" your relationship? 
THIS MONTH'S QUESTION: 
Did you manage to get registered 
in the courses you wanted for 
September? 
Email your vote and comments to 
opopinion@ hotmail.com 
RESULTS: 
YES 50% NO 50% 
Number of votes cast by email: 2 (Hey -that's double last 
month's number!) As for comments by email, one voter 
said, "YES!!!!" while the other said, "No-unless I or my 
partner were featured in that pornography ;)" Thanks for vot-
ing you two. As for the rest of you, I guess you were too 
busy watching ... sports. 
Western liuin' 
J.H.L 
OP columnist 
I've only been on the bus for fifteen minutes, and 
things already look very different. At 11 a.m. on this 
sunny Thursday morning, Vancouver's East 49th 
Avenue is busy as always, but as we travel further west 
things begin to change. 
The trees have become statelier and I think there is 
less garbage on the street. Yes, definitely less garbage. 
I begin to wonder if the calibre of my fellow passengers 
hasn't improved, as well. Since we passed Main Street 
a few moments ago, the usual bus conversation has 
become less "colourful". One glance around and my 
suspicion is confirmed. When I boarded at the stop out-
side my apartment in deepest East Vancouver, the 
seats were filled with a motley assortment of noisy 
characters. · 
As I scan the seats around me, I notice the remain-
ing passengers are laden with Oprah-endorsed novels, 
Sony earphones and M.E.C paraphernalia. Everyone 
has dropped their baggage into the newly emptied 
seats around them. It feels as though the entire bus 
has heaved a huge sigh of relief. 
While I welcome the extra space and quiet, I find the 
complete silence unnerving. Only a few moments ago 
the bus had been filled with the cheerful , if somewhat 
overwhelming cadence of Hindi, English and Chinese, 
all being spoken at once. Gone too, are the bright saris, 
security guard uniforms and the insane getups of the ... 
well , the insane. As I stretch out my legs, I decide the 
atmosphere is now decidedly more conservative, defi-
nitely more refined and noticeably less ethnic. We have 
passed Ontario Street, we've crossed the border-
we're on the West Side. 
This isn't my first trip into Vancouver's West Side; I 
actually make the trek daily. Like many residents of 
East Vancouver, I have a bit of a complex when it 
comes to what is generally considered Vancouver's 
better half. When I think of the West Side, my 'mind's 
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The West Side 
eye conjures up images of branded babies, solar 
fleece and itty bitty cell phones. They have the beach-
es, the art galleries, the best restaurants, and I hate 
them for it. 
Lately I have come to the conclusion that these feel-
ings are neither healthy nor reasonable. I work with 
some really nice people who all live in the West Side. 
For them, I have decided to re-examine the area, make 
a day of it and really explore the neighbourhood. 
So here I am. I have disembarked at 49th and 
Granville and I haven't long to wait before the #98 B-
Line from Richmond picks me up. This bus is fantastic. 
I mean, it's huge and brand-spanking new, complete 
with cushy, blue carpeted seats and clean windows. 
Cynically, I surmise that such posh public transit is 
designed to make the eco-savvy commuter feel as 
though they never left their SUV in the driveway. But, 
hey, clean windows! Things are looking up. 
I get off at the corner of 14th and Granville, deciding 
to explore the popular strip between 16th and 
Broadway. I find myself standing in front of the Bread 
Garden and I remember the women at work raving 
about the fresh lemonade sold inside. After coughing 
up $4 for a drink, and being shamed into tipping the 
rude bastard behind the counter a dollar, I head out 
onto the street to begin my western adventure. 
The lemonade was a good idea. It tastes okay, but 
more importantly, I blend in with the locals. It seems as 
though everyone is sipping something from the Bread 
Garden or Starbucks. Once I notice this, it is nearly 
impossible for me to see beyond the muck of labels I 
am wading through. DKNY, GAP, Nike-a veritable 
who's who of the foreign child-labour scene. 
I remind myself that self-righteousness is unbecom-
ing and I carry on, determined to keep an open mind. I 
decide to head south on Granville and check out the 
Bau-Xi Gallery. The air-conditioned cool of the gallery 
matches the frosty greeting I'm given as I enter. No 
matter, Margaretha Bootsma is showing on this day 
and I'm glad I dropped in. Her mixed media photo-
graphs, with their jarring colour combinations remind 
me of the East Side portion of my bus ride. This, in turn, 
reminds me of my quest. 
Reluctantly, I walk back out onto the crowded side-
walk. I'm not really sure what to do next. I have my sig-
nature beverage and I've done the Granville gallery 
thing; there's one thing left to do, I suppose-shopping, 
which is what this street is famous for. 
Considering I have precisely $6.75 in my wallet and I 
need $2 of that to take transit home, I opt for window 
shopping. The artwork has cleansed my palate and I 
am actually looking forward to joining the endless 
throng of shoppers. 
I walk north toward Broadway, which is where the 
action seems to be. I am enjoying myself; the sun is 
shining on the old brick buildings, goods spill from 
store fronts where fresh-cut flowers and Persian car-
pets vie for the attentions of fickle consumers. The 
chocolate shop, second-hand book store and bakery 
distract me from the institutional, urban post-modernist 
shrines of Starbucks, Bedo and Caban that crowd in on 
all sides. I am charmed that these small businesses 
can survive in this neighbourhood and it renews my 
faith in these westerly Vancouverites. 
As I near Broadway, I am once again aware of how 
many people are moving so purposefully toward it. 
Even though I have been down this street many times, 
I have never walked it for the sake of walking it. I can't 
actually remember what's on the corner of Granville 
and Broadway and I find myself excited to rediscover it. 
As I pass the second Starbucks in as many blocks, 
my happy anticipation falters. The brick-fronted shops 
are thinning out. As I approach 1Oth avenue, I see why. 
Squatting on the 2500 block of Granville, as busy as 
two bloated anthills, are Restoration Hardware and 
Chapters. 
I have to shake my head to clear it as I look back at 
the blocks I have covered. Granville has been swal-
lowed in a sea of designer sunglasses and sports cars. 
I have been duped. From here, I can't even make out 
the little shops that had delighted me only minutes ago. 
Standing in front of the third Starbucks (this one 
attached to Chapters) I give in to the sudden urge to 
run home and shower. 
As I walk up to Broadway to catch a bus back home, 
I'm really okay with how things worked out. I'm more 
than okay, I'm feeling downright smug. Sure, I know 
some lovely people who live around there, but the vis-
ible majority pretty much lives up to my expectations. I 
don't suppose I really wanted to be proven wrong 
about the West Sider's. I need them to be shallow and 
tacky, so that being poor seems like a choice rather 
than a circumstance. 
When the bus driver calls out Manitoba Street over 
the speaker, I can't resist smiling. The bus stinks, it's 
noisy and the windows are filthy. I'm going home, soul 
intact. 
I 
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not Just Telling Stories: Songwriter Utah Phillips 
Discusses labour, Education, and the Right to Creatiuitg 
Utah photo by Andrew Marchand 
Hndrew marchand 
OP Contributor 
"I believe that people are born good, and that chil-
dren abandoned to institutions over which they have no 
control wind-up becoming warped images of what they 
might have been, had they been left alone. I believe 
\ that 'we struggle, that part of an anarchist's struggle is 
to help people get back to what we were before a lot of 
bad choices were made for us, to grow down and then 
\grow a different way." 
You might )not believe that these are the words of a 
storyteller and folksinger, but beneath Utah Phillips's 
words lives a philosophy and intelligence that sepa-
rafes hih, from most sto~ellels and folksingers you'll 
ever1meet. Through story and song, Utah Phillips has 
/ carried on a tradition th t he found living across the 
./ 
United States and Canada for the greater part of the 
last century. / 
Born in Cleveland, bhio, Phillips quickly developed a 
distaste for the adult world he saw around him. "I 
looked at grown ups when I was little; he said, "and 
/ hey were flying combat airplanes and running banks 
and I thought 'I don't want to t~rn out that way.' So I 
decided to grow out, or through, or by, or around, or 
under, but God help me, not up." 
So after moving to Salt Lake City in 1947 and com-
pleting his high school, Phillips left to begin his life as 
a tramp looking for work and inspiration on the freight 
trains. He joined the army, was sent to Korea, came 
home, and after three more years on the trains, 
returned to Salt Lake City as a Wobbly, a member of 
the Industrial Workers of the World. 
During this time, Phillips began to meet some of the 
people that would have a profound effect on his 
philosophies and his life. He met a man named Amon 
Hennacy who ran the Joe Hill house of hospitality for 
tramps and migrants in Salt Lake City, a man he 
describes as an "anarchist, pacifist, conscientious 
objector during two world wars, tax refuser, vegetarian, 
[and] one-man revolution in America.'' 
Phillips joined the labour movement, fought for sev-
eral causes, and in 1968 tried to reach the US Senate 
with the Peace and Freedom Party. As a consequence, 
he said, he was blacklisted, lost his job as a state 
archivist and couldn't get work anywhere in Utah. After 
a suggestion from a friend, Phillips hit the road with an 
old VW bus and $75 in his pocket and started making 
his way around the continent singing his songs and 
telling his stories. 
For the last 30 years, Phillips has continued that jour-
ney. With his charismatic storytelling and singing he 
has shared his philosophies with many people across 
the United States and Canada. At the core of his belief 
lives a deep aversion to the effects that capitalism has 
on the people in our society, the meditated manipula-
tion that has too often left men and women without 
hope, creativity, and a sense of worth. 
THE INTERVIEW: 
What advice can you give to today's college stu-
dents? 
Phillips: There are a lot of things that aren't taught in 
the curriculum. One of them is how to control your 
labour when you leave school. At least down in the 
States we're not taught that we have the right of col-
lective bargaining, that we have the right to form and 
join a union. We're not taught what a scab is and why 
not to be one. We have to find out the hard way. I had 
to learn that from my elders; I never got any school. I 
had to learn it from people who had lived and died on 
the picket lines from the 1900s on up. Most of my great 
teachers were born in the late 1800s, been through 
coal mine struggles in southern and mill 
struggles in Massachusetts. Most of those people lived 
extraordinary lives that can't be lived again, lives that 
were embattled against the most serious kinds of odds. 
It was Jack Miller who I met in Seattle. Jack Miller 
worked in logging and was an organizer. That was the 
time when there were no bunkhouses, so people just 
slept out in the open with their clothes piled next to the 
fire. Jack Miller described one May Day, 1917, May 1. 
In order to force the bosses to put in bunkhouses and 
give them blankets, they took everything they owned-
these tramps came into the railroad yard from Spocan 
and Seattle and all over the North West-and that May 
Day they piled it up in a huge pile, poured kerosene on 
it and burned up everything they owned. They couldn't 
work. They forced the bosses. That's called direct 
action. That's one of the things that I learned from my 
elders: That direct action gets the goods. 
Jack Miller ran a senior citizens center down in 
Seattle. I talked to him there once and he said, "You 
know, we didn't go to school. Most people that worked 
in logging didn't speak English. We had no intellectual 
life-many couldn't read-but we lived in our emotions. 
We had very strong emotional lives. We were comfort-
able in that emotional landscape because it was there 
that we made commitments to struggle to change the 
way we work. Commitment is in our emotions. 
Commitment for which there is no words. Those com-
mitments carried us through 60 years of struggle. But if 
you show me people who make those commitments 
intellectually, I don't know where we'd be next week.'' 
One thing that Jack Miller laid on my head as a kid 
was: Can I make those commitments? Where does 
that come from? He also said, "Armed only with our 
sense of degradation, as human beings we came 
together and changed the condition of our labour." He 
looked at me square and said, "You young people, with 
all you got, why can't you do that?" Now that's really 
hard to take, isn't it? 
It was Bob Scribner, the old Wobbly down in Santa 
Cruz, California. There's a life-size statue of him play-
ing the saw. He made a bare living on the streets play-
ing the musical saw because he never got a pension, 
he never got social security, because he was a red, you 
see, an organizer. He said to me, "You young people, 
you got it a whole lot harder than we did." 
I said, "Come on Utah, you just told me stories about 
having logs rolled over you, and how when the log 
squeezed your intestines out, they had to poke them 
back in or you wouldn't be alive today." 
He stopped and said, "Well, what I mean is, we 
assign blame in our own best interest. If we assign 
blame in our own best interest then blame is relative. If 
continued on page 13 
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blame is relative, the important function in society is 
who controls the blame patterns. Why is it that millions 
of working people assign blame downwards for what's 
wrong? ... We rrever think that society should blame 
upwards to the handful of people that own all this and 
don't do a damn thing for it. The blame pattern has 
been manipulated." 
[Scripner] described kids being sent to schools 
mandatorily, to state-controlled schools, as empty milk 
bottles that get filled up with whatever the boss wants 
there. The boss wants people who come out of school 
to have answers, not people who have questions. 
Growing up is taking that milk bottle, turning it over and 
think that education is employability? If you want to go 
to a trade school , go to a trade school. Education is 
learning enough about a great variety of things, and 
then learning how to coordinate that, how to organize 
that in your head so that you can begin to make cre-
ative decisions about what you're going to do with your 
life, rather than getting the first job you find and giving 
your life away by becoming somebody's drone. No, 
education is a wonderful thing. I bailed out on the insti-
tutional approach to become self-educating because I 
knew that's what had to happen. All my parts weren't 
being fed by those institutions. It was up to me to find 
_,. 
choice, it's to turn that goddamn thing off, throw it into 
the street, join TV Anonymous, get a sponsor just like 
in A.A. Get together with people you love and want to 
be with and talk to each other and play games and 
build things and write poetry and dance. All we want to 
be is completely human and in each other's company. 
We can't let them take that away from us. That's what 
we want. That's who we are. 
Do you think storytelling and music can compete 
with TV and take its place? 
Phillips: They've always done that. That was their 
pouring all that stuff out. And then you 
seek out people who can put things back 
in there that can be good for your life. 
They'll help you control your labour, help 
you lead a decent life without you getting 
burned out, fried, all used up. 
"I looked at grown-ups when I was little, and 
role for thousands and thousands of years. 
But now TV comes along and says, "You 
can't own this story unless you buy the 
product:' They do that with little kids on 
Saturday morning television, don't they? I 
used to take a coffee can and a Quaker 
Oats box and make a rocket. I thought it 
looked like a rocket, but I was in charge of 
that reality, it unlocked my imagination. Now 
TV says that I can't have that story unless I 
buy the object. That's the opposite of what 
they were flying combat airplanes and running 
banks and I thought 'I don't want to turn out 
[Scripner] was right. He said, "You aban-
doned your children to authorities and 
institutions over which they have no con-
trol. They have automatic levers and but-
tons built into them through the education-
al process. When they get to the job mar-
that way: So I decided to grow out, or through, 
or by, or around, or under, but God help me, 
ket, get a job, buy their first TV set and 
turn it on at night when they come home from work, the 
boss reaches out through that set and pushes those 
buttons and pulls those levers and elicits massive sup-
port for or against anything he wants. 
So he said, "We didn't go to school. We were unedu-
cated, largely illiterate people. But we came into the 
freight yard on the trains looking for work in the logging 
camps. We'd see the boss's private car off of the side 
of the yard. We saw the mansions building up around 
Spokane." He said, "We knew where that was coming 
from: it was coming from our blood, under ground and 
in the forest." 
"And that's why we had it easier than you ," he said. 
"It was easy for us to understand what we were fight-
ing. It's a whole lot harder for you:' 
You're saying education is primarily manipula-
tive? 
Phillips: Oh absolutely. Of course it is. Who makes 
the textbooks? Who formulates the curriculum? The 
curriculum is formulated according to needs not as you 
define them. So who defines what the needs are? Most 
educational institutions, in fact too many universities 
now, are defining education as employability. No, that's 
schooling. You can school a horse but you can't edu-
cate it. Why don't they call them trade schools if they 
not up." 
the people who could feed them, and I did. 
In your 65 years of travelling, do you think there 
has been some sort of definable change in the peo-
ple you meet? 
Phillips: Of course there's been a change. It would 
be hard to define it because it would be very complex. 
It needs to be studied. Television is consciousness 
altering. If it wasn't, the advertisers wouldn't use it. So 
we've had over 50 years of television, sometimes up to 
eight hours a day, with an advertising structure that 
uses motivational analysis to understand your behav-
iour, and then, through colours and sounds, encour-
ages you to buy things. You can't tell me that we've had 
50 years of that massively and there hasn't been a 
change in people's temperament, the way they inter-
pret reality, the way they respond to any stimuli. I'm not 
sure what that change is. I haven't had a TV set for 27 
years; I can't stand to be around them. When I do sit 
down about once a year and turn on a television set, 
the impact of the images is staggering, the frequency 
of the images is staggering. I can't track that much 
data. So people have to turn off at some point. They 
can't pay attention !O the stimuli they're receiving. I 
think that's when they're really vulnerable. 
So if I could encourage people to do something by 
we're equipped to do, the opposite of who 
we are. So get rid of that damn TV and get 
back to our best and most natural self, which is the 
storyteller, is the singer, is the dancer, the glue that 
always held culture together. All those things that we 
used, the glue that held culture together, are now 
commodities, and we have to buy them. Just say no. 
That's why we have a folk festival, why we have a folk 
singer's society and singers' circles. People get 
together in a living room or a backyard, have a potluck 
and sit in a circle once a week or every other week. 
All you have to do is bring a song, a story, a poem. No 
competition. No performance. You go around that cir-
cle, and you have three choices: You can do some-
thing, you can pass, or you can request something 
from somebody else in the circle. And you go around 
a couple times, have some food, and then go around 
some more if you want to. Sometimes, I've been in 
singing circles where they've said, "The first time 
around, let's do mining songs," and you get encour-
aged to learn new kinds of songs. It's healthy, it's par-
ticipatory, it's creative and it's cheap. And it's yours, 
and you're building community. 
What do you think has to happen for people to 
accept that way of life? 
Phillips: I' ll keep on talking for as long as I can. Just 
pay attention . Pay attention. 
CULTURE 
Walking Hlong the Trail of Dead 
All ToO photos by Angela Blattmann 
Treuor Hargreaues 
Culture mauen 
On a recent tour in support of the new album Source 
Tags & Codes, Neil Busch from And You Will Know Us 
By The Trail Of Deadsat down with our illustrious cul-
ture maven Trevor Hargreaves who attempted to 
unravel the secrets and majesty surrounding the band. 
So are you still where you want to be? Waking up 
every day being in "Trail Of Dead"? 
It's better than being a construction worker or painting 
houses for a living or something. 
Is it hard to avoid giving stock answers during 
interviews since you have been getting so much 
press? 
Well, we kind of keep it interesting by lying a lot. 
Should I bother to fact check after the interview? 
I wouldn't do that. 
How have the shows been on this tour? 
Well, pretty good! There's been a lot of blood-letting 
and sacrificial lambs and people have been starting 
fires in the middle of the audience. 
I hear that you bring a lot of dressing room props 
with you? 
We travel with our separate little suitcase full of ritual-
istic artifacts. We like to make the dressing room seem 
kind of homey, since some dressing rooms can be 
really austere and office-like. We like to be comfortable 
so we bring in things like a skull chalice to drink our 
blood from and scented candles and whatnot. 
The first time I saw you was at The Starfish Room 
in Vancouver, followed by a show a few months 
later at Richards on Richards. Within days of play-
ing the Starfish it got knocked down. I'm curious 
if this is some sort of curse and if Richard's will be 
on the block next? 
I don't know ... it's quite possible. Ever since I bought 
this Alistar Crowley book, really bad things have been 
happening to us. The first place we played in 
Vancouver was The Brickyard. The club itself is not 
bad but it seems to be in a really strange part of town. 
True enough, the nefarious "Gastown!" 
As we were pulling up and the van was still rolling , 
people were running along the side of the van knock-
ing on the windows saying, "want some crack?" and we 
were like ... yeah ... but not now!" 
I heard the Brickyard had to stop doing live shows 
because the neighbours complained about the 
noise! 
Ha! Because it was disturbing their crack habit! 
I noticed that on the website Amazon.com, your 
band is listed under "Madonna", what's the situa-
tion there? 
Wow, that happened so long ago. Basically what hap-
pened is that we titled one of our early albums 
"Madonna". Some poor girl bought our record thinking 
it was the new Madonna release and posted under the 
fan feedback section of the site something like (with a 
funny voice) "this record sucks, Madonna would never 
do anything like this, I am really upset because blah 
blah blah" and we got a big kick out of that. 
So where is the bulk of your fan-base these days? 
Well , originally Europe was where we did best, but 
now it seems like recent tours especially in North 
America have been really going well . 
Do you have different distribution in Europe? 
No .. they just call it different things. It's basically 
Polydor overseas, which is Universal over here. 
Domestically you're signed to lnterscope, a label 
with a track record of several high profile artists 
who have become unhappy with them. How have 
you found them to deal with as opposed to the var-
ious indie labels you were previously associated 
with? 
I haven't seen too much negativity. It's still a lot like 
continued on page 15 
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being on an indie label. The type of people that we 
work with and the amount of people we work with is 
very similar. We really haven't experienced any nega-
tive things. No one has told us anything like "hey I think 
you'd look a lot cuter with green hair'' or "I don't hear a 
single". When we were recording, no one [from the 
label) even came out and we actually got worried since 
we didn't hear from them at all. We thought, "shouldn't 
there be some guy, in a robe, stroking his chin giving 
the Caesar thumbs up". We didn't get any of that and 
actually got worried and called and had them send 
someone out. 
Where did you record the last album? 
In Northern California at this place called "Prairie Sun" 
It's an old chicken hatchery that's been converted into 
a studio. It's very rustic and it was sort of like living on 
a farm for a month. Tom Waits actually recorded "Bone 
Machine" and "Mule Variation's" there. It had that rural 
vibe with old rusting water heaters and pipes every-
where and big wooden rooms. It definitely got us far 
away from our usual environment in Austin [Texas] and 
being around our friends. It really put us in the head-
space to record. 
I suppose you haven't spent much time around 
home recently. 
We haven't this year so far. I think in total this whole 
year we spent like four weeks at home. 
Is it true that the band is planning on creating a 
short film to accompany the album? 
Well , that was the original idea and the label was cool 
with it. Then once all the touring started and the album 
came out it became a crunch for both time and 
resources so we decided that we would just do a video 
for one of the songs and try to get back to the film-
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making at a later date. The record came out and there 
was a demand for a video which we weren't really pre-
pared for so we had to get on that. 
Do you feel that on the new album the band 
achieved what it was aiming for? 
Yes. I think the other records would probably sound 
more like this one if we always had the time and effort 
to dedicate to it. For other albums we had to waste a 
lot of our time and energy doing things like working in 
a cafe. Our first two records were basically stolen. We 
would sneak into studios at night because we didn't 
have any money. If we had a friend working at a studio 
we would go in, set up and do it. This is the first record 
that we actually paid for! We had our friend and long-
time collaborator Mike McCarthy work on this record as 
Engineer and he also did a lot of producing. This is the 
first time we have gotten to a point where we think oh, 
a violin would sound good here, and we could actually 
make that happen. Or if we hear a piano part, we could 
actually pay someone a hundred dollars to tune the 
piano so that it actually sounded decent in the song. 
The new album has quite a mesh of background 
instruments. Who plays them? 
Well , we did most of it, except we hired a string quar-
tet for four of the songs. 
Would I be correct in guessing that "Biaderunner" 
is one of those songs? 
I think the second engineer at the studio came in and 
played some cello on that one. We also put a bunch of 
weird instruments on the album. There's a bass har-
monica which is this very bizarre dual-tiered piece of 
metal and it's so big that I really struggled with it. I 
used it on "Relative Ways". You could probably never 
pick it out from the way it's mixed but it's in there. We 
even used a flugelhorn on the record! Not too many 
artists can boast that one! 
All right. Well, hopefully when I speak to you next 
time it will be on your Flugelhorn solo tour. 
[laughing] sounds good. 
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CD Reuiews 
Hnd You Will Know Us Bg The Trail Of Dead 
Hdam Honsinger 
Editor 
Source Tags & Codes 
I haven't heard the band's two previous albums and I have never been to one of their apocalyptic 
instrument demolishing shows, (as a matter of fact I borrowed the CD) so why, you might ask, am 
I reviewing ToO's latest disc? Well, because I have read Baudelaire and experienced a monsoon in 
South East Asia in 1992, references found in two of Source Tags & Codes' track titles. Oh, and I like 
their name. 
Call it post-punk, sonic metal, whatever, this CD is accessible to anyone who likes licking nine-
volt batteries while skeet shooting Radiohead discs in a torrential downpour. These guys from 
Austin Texas know the salvation of their generation is not to be found in love, fat pay cheques, or 
state of the art electronics, but in catharsis-hyper energy that crescendos and then collapses in 
four minute intervals, only to relish the moment between songs and start again. 
I don't know if I read it in Discorder or on a brick wall under a bridge somehere, but the new album 
builds on Madonna's (their previous album) heavy metal cleavage and busts the whole thing open 
with lyrics that echo a vision of debauchery and silicone until there is nothing left but the real thing 
raw and perfect. 
With all the on-stage mayhem that the band is notorious for, Source Tags & Codes is tight, in tune 
and sometimes downright melodic, suggesting that they save their instrument smashing for their live 
shows. Put it on, crank it up and be sure to listen to the lyrics. 
Piebald 
Geoff Gauthier 
OP Contributor 
We Are the Only Friends We Have 
The CD opens with a huge wall of guitars and then suddenly goes quiet; an acoustic twang, then 
a quirky off-key voice begins a descent into the changing lives of friends of long ago, a band that 
disbanded, a van that died, and memories of the road. 
And it only gets better from there. 
Piebald's new release, We Are the Only Friends We Have is 11 tracks of super emo-pop excel-
lence from Andover, Massachusetts. The immediate aesthetic of Travis Schettel's vocals compli-
ments the rich history of the band, including tours with such acts as New Found Glory, and Saves 
The Day, Piebald has also released multiple compilations, and several seven inch vinyl recordings. 
The first single, "Just a Simple Plan", is a shining example of the rest of the album. The song 
opens with an intro of the Edgerly After School kids singing the chorus with Schetter and an acoustic 
guitar in a classroom. Schetter asks them to "sing like you got an 'A' on your report card;' and the 
cute little tots belt out the chorus like no one's business. The song radiates with masterful overtones 
thanks to the producer Paul Q. Kolderie. The bass is dirty and bouncy while maintaining the low end, 
and the guitars blaze on with a strange fuzzy clarity. 
The album contains some jerky genre shifting that is sometimes annoying and sometimes brilliant. 
On "Fear and Loathing in Cape Cod", it starts out as a simple acoustic song, goes wildly electric to 
the point of being almost ska, and then back to the acoustic again. Just behind the chorus are well-
timed but ill-fitting trumpet blasts. It gets quite confusing. 
One of the standout tracks on the album is "The Monkey Versus the Robof', where the band 
seems to have the stark realisation that they have the best job in the world. The lyrics are gorgeous. 
There are two stories of people who are all consumed by their work-a-day worlds, a man who works 
for the weekend and a woman who works to go back to work. The band thanks luck and a lot of 
practice for the ability to play music professionally and forcefully reiterate it in their songs with lyrics 
like "we've got a job to do and this is it. We're nobody's robot, we're nobody's monkey." 
One other cool bonus of the CD is the 26-page photo spread of the band with random strange 
objects, like a guy in a bear suit, a pinata, and an old-school 
Triumph motorcycle. 
The stark honesty of the words in combination with the unique 
vocals features Piebald as a good hard listen. The music rocks and 
even the sketchy stuff is still good. There are a lot of indie rock 
albums out there, but this is one that should make your list. 
---- ------------------------------.. 
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organisms on earth to live. 
that life on earth directly 
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oxygen levels continued to increase, the oxygen using 
bacteria and non-oxygen using bacteria formed a rela-
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could survive in an oxygen or carbon dioxide atmos· 
phere. 
With an increase in 
began to form a 
electrtcal storms, 
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living per se, but something made by living things to 
protect against an otherwise hostile world. Air, 
Lovelock states, is "our protection against the cold 
depths and harsh radiations of space." 
The most important change in the earth's environ-
ment, the one that allowed current life to exist, was the 
rise of free oxygen in the atmosphere. Before life on 
earth, the atmosphere contained almost no free oxy-
gen, while today the atmosphere contains 21 per cent. 
This level has been stable for about 570 million years. 
The increase in atmospheric oxygen seems to be 
due to the presence of bacteria that rely on sunlight 
and carbon dioxide to produce energy. These bacteria 
lived in the earth's early oceans and thrived near the 
surface where volcanic activity and high carbon atmos-
phere provided an ideal living environment. These 
early bacteria released oxygen as a metabolic waste 
product. As oxygen levels began to rise, other bacteria, 
which depended on oxygen, evolved. As atmospheric 
1"1111!1WIHI'a Works 
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the'1htfraction between a~ral reef and 
salt content in the oceans. levels of salt 
been maintained at approJSimately 
tor billions of years. Celts are no( 
of salinity much highet 
as 
marshes become land, and water travelling through the 
soil carries some salt back into the ocean. This ongo-
ing process works to maintain a balance in ocean 
salinity. 
Another example of a Gaian process is the removal 
of carbon from the atmosphere. Organisms that use 
carbon compounds to create shells, take carbon from 
the atmosphere. As the organisms expire, the remain-
ing shells sink to the ocean floor and gather, eventual-
ly forming sedimentary rock. Carbon is entered back 
into the atmosphere from sources such as volcanoes, 
forest fires, and plants, which use carbon and nitrogen 
found in soil. 
Criticisms of Gaia 
Most of the criticism of the Gaia theory comes from 
scientists who challenge Lovelock to show how organ-
isms could unify in seemingly global acts of altruism, 
when natural selection relies on survival of the fittest. 
Critics don't acknowledge Gaia as a living 
because it cannot reproduce itself and does not 
breathe in any meaningful sense, AdVersaries qf 
theory also claim Gaia is unscientific because it 
be tested in a controlled experiment. 
In order to counter the criticism, lovelock dellek>OE!Cti 
a computer simulation called Daisywortd. On this com-
puter-generated planet are two species of daisies: 
bli;tck and white. Early in the planet's life, conditions are 
cool, and only at the equator is it warm enough 
seeds to germinate. The black~-~..,.,.,..'!',... 
tag.e because they are more 
a~ heat. As solar . 
are able to 
white ones 
a feedback loop. Ultimately Lovelock states, "life 
and the material environment evolved tightly cou-
pled together as a single entity. Self regulation is 
an emergent property of the system." Lovelock hes-
itates to say that Gaia regulates anything. 
Gaia Will Die 
Life on earth has been around for 2.5 billion 
years. Lovelock doubts life will last an equal 
amount of time. Since life on earth began, energy 
output of the sun has increased about 25 per cent. 
Throughout this time the average temperature of 
the earth has remained relatively stable. The aver-
age temperature is a balance between periods of 
warmth and periods of cold. Eventually the sun's 
output will become too great for the current envi-
ronment to exist, and life will begin to extinguish. 
As Lovelock says, "It's part of the cosmic cycle. 
Gaia is simply a single cell in the universe." 
FEHTURES 
Doctor Earth, I Presume 
Suen Bellamy 
features Editor 
It is amazing how some people seem to achieve so 
much within the scope of their lifetime. Such is the case 
with a man like James Lovelock. Known primarily as 
the founder of the Gaia hypothesis, he is also a med-
ical doctor, chemist, and inventor. 
Born as James Ephraim Lovelock on July 26, 1919 in 
Letchworth Garden City, UK, he attended Manchester 
University, graduating as a chemist in 1941. He began 
employment with the Medical Research Council at the 
National Institute for Medical Research in London, and 
between 1946 and 1951 he worked with the Common 
Cold Research Unit at Harvard Hospital in Salisbury, 
Wiltshire. 1948 he received a Ph.D. in medicine from 
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
and in 1959 he received his doctorate in biophysics 
from London University. 
In 1954, after receiving the Rockefeller 
Traveling Fellowship in Medicine, he moved 
to Boston, Massachusetts, moving on to 
Yale University in 1958. In 1961 he took on 
a full-time position as a professor of chem-
istry at Baylor University College of 
Medicine in Houston, Texas, during 
which time he worked with NASA's Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. He resigned his 
post at Baylor in 1964, and has worked 
as an independent scientist since that 
time. As an independent, Lovelock has 
taken on several associations as visiting 
professor with the University of Houston 
and also with the University of Reading in the 
UK. He still maintains association with the 
Marine Biological Association at Plymouth, hav-
ing served as a council member and as the asso-
ciation's president. 
Lovelock has authored more than two hundred 
papers in the fields of medicine, biology, Instrument 
science, and geophysiology. He has filed more than 
fifty patents, mostly for detectors used in chemical 
analysis. One of these inventions, the electron capture 
detector, has been instrumental in the development of 
environmental awareness. The detector itself revealed 
for the first time the widespread distribution of pesticide 
residues and other harmful chemicals along with the 
presence of PCBs in the environment. The electron 
capture detector has also, been used by NASA to dis-
cover how nitrous oxide and chlorofluorocarbons are 
distributed in the Earth's upper atmosphere. By using 
Lovelock's invention chemists were able to discover the 
holes in the Earth's ozone layer. 
Lovelock, in his biography, says that chemistry and 
geophysiology are his first passions. The notion that 
organisms on Earth each play a role in shaping the 
environment, creating a comfortable climate in which to 
live, never ceases to amaze him. 
While working for NASA in the late '60s he worked 
with other scientists who proposed a series of tests be 
done on the atmosphere of Mars in order to determine 
if life existed on the surface. The intent of focusing on 
atmospheric tests was to save on the cost, and risk of 
attempting a landing mission. 
Lovelock explains that on a planet where life is pres-
ent, organisms both take from and contribute to the 
gases in that planet's atmosphere. This results in an 
atmosphere composed of many different gases that 
are in a state of unbalance. A lifeless planet has a rel-
atively balanced atmospheric chemistry. This reason-
ing appeared to be true during the study of Mars's 
atmosphere. Lovelock and his colleagues compared 
the atmosphere of Earth to that of Mars and were sur-
prised at the differences between the two planets. 
Mars's atmosphere is dominated by carbon dioxide, 
while the same gas on Earth is a mere trace element. 
The condition of Earth's atmosphere, which is domi-
nated by oxygen, methane, and other reactive gases, 
are conditions that would be impossible on a lifeless 
planet. 
It was the work done with NASA that began 
Lovelock's thinking about the interactions between 
organisms on Earth and the atmosphere. In the twenty 
years following the Mars atmosphere project, Lovelock 
developed the hypothesis that the "Earth is a self-reg-
ulating system able to keep its climate and chemi-
cal composition comfortable for the organisms 
that inhabit the planet." That statement was the 
foundation of the Gaia Theory. 
Lovelock's research of gas exchange 
between the ocean and the atmosphere 
led to the discovery that cloud formation 
and density depended on the amount of 
dimethyl sulphide present in the atmos-
phere. The idea that clouds are formed 
over the oceans furthered the Gaia 
hypothesis that necessary gas exchange 
occurs between ocean and air in order to 
maintain an average global temperature. 
While conducting the research on atmos-
pheric gas exchange, Lovelock discovered 
that levels of chlorofluorocarbons in the 
atmosphere were rising. There was no count-
er-process within the Gaian system to remove 
this gas. A negative side effect, discovered by 
Lovelock's contemporaries, was the discovery of 
ozone breakdown in the upper atmosphere. 
Especially in the early years, Lovelock received a lot 
of criticism around Gaia. His theory really falls back to 
the ancient Greeks, or to cultures that have closer ties 
to the Earth. The feeling that the Earth has soul-and 
humans as a species share a symbiotic relationship 
with every other organism on the planet. It is a theory 
that binds science and theology, something that west-
ern science lost touch with, the rise of its own religion. 
The biggest criticism Lovelock received about his 
theory was from neo-Darwinists, who claimed the Gaia 
hypothesis was teleological; that is, organisms would 
have to have a purpose and a plan in order to achieve 
this seeming act of global altruism. Why would all 
continued on page 21 
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continued from page 20 
organisms work to create a comfortable environ-
ment when evolution is based on the principle of 
'survival of the fittest'? The thought of planetary 
altruism does seem a little too extreme, but 
according to Lovelock, Gaia is not altruistic. 
Lovelock counters by saying purpose and fore-
sight were never claimed. His theory is testable 
mathematically and therefore capable of making 
'risky predictions' . In order to prove that Gaia 
works (as series of feedback loops) , Lovelock 
developed a computer simulation called the 
Daisyworld . The simulation shows that two species 
can work to balance an environment and still com-
pete, maintaining the fundamental principle of evo-
lution. The Daisyworld model became so popular 
that Maxis Software bought the idea and devel-
oped the program into a marketable computer 
game, SimEarth, where participants are able to 
create, modify, and ultimately attempt to balance 
entire planetary ecosystems. 
The real break for Doctor Lovelock came in the 
1990s. His research had spanned the energy crisis 
of the 70s, the resource wars of the 80s, and found 
acceptance in the environmental battles of the late 
twentieth century. Science of this past decade 
seem more prepared to look at the elements of 
Lovelock's work more closely. 
For Lovelock this acceptance means more 
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resources and funding to continue his work. It also 
means additional awards and merits for the mantle, 
which he is not short of. He received the Volvo 
Environment Prize in 1996, and Japan's Blue 
Planet Prize in 1997. He has no fewer than eight 
honorary degrees, and as I write this I find myself 
asking why he has not been nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize. 
The work of this man, his efforts have contributed 
immensely to human understanding of how our 
planet functions. And perhaps, in the future , will be 
credited, at least in part, with how humanity views 
its participation on this· planet. 
James Ephraim Lovelock- Or. Planet, I presume. 
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Profile: James Hutton 
father of Geology, Grandfather of Enuironmentalism 
Suen Bellamy 
features Editor 
The patriarch James Hutton 
Roughly 220 years ago, a Scottish researcher named 
James Hutton published a work called Theory of the Earth, 
or an Investigation of the Laws Observable in the 
Composition, Dissolution and Restoration of Land upon 
the Globe. 
That title is a real mouthful to say in one breath, and most 
references to Hutton's work simply refer to Theory of the 
Earth. The significance of this work was not fully respect-
ed until after Hutton's death when Theory of the Earth was 
re-written and released under the title Illustrations of the 
Huttonian Theory of the Earth by John Playfair. 
Playfair was a professor of mathematics in Edinburgh 
and a friend of James Hutton. Playfair was enthusias-
tic about Theory of the Earth, but Hutton was not an 
articulate writer and although brilliant in thought, 
expressed most of his ideas in heavy, and often 
obscure terms. Playfair was much more suited to con-
cise writing and his version of Hutton's work helped to 
spread the ideas contained within Theory of the Earth. 
Later in the 1830s, Charles Lyell, a British Geologist 
and one of Charles Darwin's strongest supporters, 
revisited Hutton's ideas concerning the rock cycle, 
bringing this theory into popularity. However, Hutton's 
contributions to Earth Sciences today have been fur-
ther expanded upon by modern scientists like James 
Lovelock, who while working for NASA in the 1960s, 
began to formulate his ideas about the earth's bios-
phere-The Gaia Theory. 
James Hutton, in the 1780s, would have been 
referred to as a mineralogist, as the science of geolo-
gy was in its infant stages. He actually started out in 
quite a different occupation. 
Hutton was born in Edinburgh in 1726. As a student 
he acquired a passion for scientific discovery. His first 
apprenticeship was to a lawyer who suggested that a 
more congenial line of work would be more appropriate 
to his sensitive personality. Hutton then chose to pur-
sue medicine, studying for three years in Edinburgh 
before finishing his medical studies in Paris. After writ-
ing home that he was unable to find work, he aban-
doned his medical pursuits. 
Inheriting a small farm in Berwickshire from his 
father, Hutton studied farming in Norfolk, then later in 
Holland, Belgium, and France. It was during these 
years of travelling that he began to study the earth. 
In 1754 he settled on his Berwickshire farm, where 
he lived for fourteen years, experimenting with new 
methods of raising crops and livestock. His small farm 
was very successful by the standards of his time, but 
becoming bored with farm life, Hutton returned to 
Edinburgh in 1768. He moved in with his three sisters, 
living with them until his death in 1797. 
Edinburgh of the 1760s had an intellectual society 
that was open to new theories and speculations. It was 
home to some of the most brilliant minds in the history, 
such as: the poet Robert Burns, chemist Joseph Black, 
engineer James Watt, and economist Adam Smith. 
Previous to Hutton, the theories about the history of 
the earth had been based on biblical translations. The 
earth had been created in 4004 B.C., fossils were seen 
as mineral aberrations, and any mineralogist worth his 
salt could find signs of the great flood everywhere. 
Hutton, during his journeys of earlier years, had wit-
nessed evidence of wind and rain effects on rocks and 
shorelines. He also found evidence of marine fossils in 
mountain rocks. He studied ancient maps and com-
pared them to the coastlines of his time, but could not 
find evidence of change. This led him to conclude that 
not only did the surface of the earth undergo change, 
but the change took place over an unimaginably long 
time. 
A second important insight came from two of his con-
temporaries, Joseph Black, and James Watt. Black 
was a pioneer researcher on heat, and Watt was a 
steam engineer. From the research of these two men, 
Hutton reasoned that the earth must in effect be a giant 
heat engine, the evidence being the existence of vol-
canoes and the enormous amount of energy that 
drives molten rock through fissures in the surface of 
the earth. 
Unfortunately for Hutton, as the French Revolution 
raged in France, England became more conservative 
and a theory so anti-clerical as Hutton's was not 
received very warmly outside of intellectual circles. 
Hutton spent the rest of his life gathering evidence for 
his theory and writing Theory of the Earth, which was 
meant to convince his critics. His work was never com-
pletely finished by his own hand and part of it was lost 
until the late 1800s, finally being published in 1899. 
This last publication contained accurate explanations 
of how humidity in the air along with temperature was 
responsible for creating rain. 
James Hutton was one of the first sCientists to allude 
to the earth as being a super organism and how each 
component of the biosphere acts on and helps to 
shape every other component. His work demonstrates 
an early explanation of how rocks, wind, water, air, and 
forces deep in the earth, work together in continual 
cycles creating and destroying landmasses. 
Given his tremendous contributions to earth science 
and an early understanding of how earth systems 
work, he was not only the Father of Geology, but also 
the Grandfather of Environmentalism. 
-- --- --------------------------------- -------------------- -
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Douglas College 
On-campus and off-campus student job oppotunities are posted at www.workopoliscampus.com. 
Workopoliscampus.com is a Canada-wide employment website for students. Jobs are posted nation-
wide, as well as specifically for Douglas College students. 
Access workopoliscampus.com free of charge. The access code for Douglas 
College students is jobkey. 
On-campus student assistant postings for the Fall2002 semester will be advertised on the 
Workopoliscampus.com website in August. Students will have to register on the Workopoliscampus 
website first by using their own username and password, then create an online resume, and apply 
to the postings as they appear on the site. In-person applications will no longer be available. 
Visit www.workopoliscampus.com for more information and get an early start! If you require further 
assistance, please contact Student Employment Services, Room Al 040 at the David Lam campus or 
the Career Resource Centre, Room 4602 at the New Westminster campus. 
The Other Press 
Submission Guidelines 
The weekly deadline for submissions is Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for publication the following 
Wednesday. Letters to the Editor, vacant sections and "time sensitive" articles (weekend news or sports 
and cultural reviews) will be accepted until Saturday midnight and can be submitted to the editor, Adam 
Honsinger at; the_editor57@hotmail.com 
All other submissions should be forwarded to the appropriate section editor below. Please include your 
name, phone number/email address, and the word count and submit via email as an MS Word.doc 
attachment to the attention of: 
News Eileen Velthuis EileenV @telus.net 
Opinions Erin Culhane opionsubmit@ hotmail.com 
Culture Kerry Evans submit_to_culture@yahoo.ca 
Features Sven Bellamy features2002@ netscape.net 
Sports vacant 
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-n Royal Beginning: the Upcoming Sports 
Year at Douglas College 
Patrick WHwlckl 
Sports Editor 
So how do you become a Douglas College sports 
fan? Yes, of course, everybody follows the Canucks, 
and in a lesser sense, some of the other professional 
teams around town. But what about going out and sup-
porting your own classmates? If you're not a sports fan, 
I guess you can be forgiven (not by me, however), but 
if you do like sports, as far as I'm concerned, there is 
no excuse for not coming out and supporting your col-
lege. You don't like basketball? How about volleyball? 
Can't stand watching soccer? How about rugby? There 
is something for everybody, so get your butt down to 
the Activities Centre, pick up a calendar, and start com-
ing out. "But what's in it for me?" you might say. 
Well, you know what? This year, there could be 
added incentive in attending Douglas College 
sporting events, regardless whether they are 
happening at New West or in Coquitlam. Brian 
Mclellan, who has worked in conjunction with the 
Activities' Department for the past year, is enthusi-
astic about the upcoming season. For the past 
year, he has been in charge of updating the website 
(http://www. doug I as. be. cafes rw/ath letics. htm) . 
Brian used to play basketball for Douglas College, 
until an injury forced him to find work behind a desk 
instead of on the court. He is especially enthusias-
tic about the potential for the men's basketball team 
this season. "We should be able to make provin-
cials," he says. All-star lan Hogan should be return-
ing, as well as Mike Kim. In addition , Coach Dave 
Munro has worked hard in the off-season to find 
new recruits. Munro also touched up on his coach-
ing skills, as he worked with Jay Triano's coaching 
staff in Ontario at the National level. 
Clubs that performed well last year should have no 
trouble repeating last year's success. The Douglas 
College women's rugby team are two-time defending 
champions, and despite possibly losing Kirstie Smith 
and Corrine Jacobsen to the women's under 23 nation-
al team, most of the squad will be back for another go. 
And the Royals have a strong Division II team as well, 
if they ever need to bring anyone up to help the premier 
group. "They're always a strong team;• Brian says. 
Defending provincial badminton champs may be 
forced to take a step back this year. Long time coach 
Chantal Boivin has left to study full-time at USC, and a 
former Royal Thinh Nguyen will have the task of trying 
to get DC back to the provincials. At press time, H.N. 
Andrews Academic Athlete of the Year Brad Davis may 
not be returning, nor his partner in crime, Tiffany 
Cheong. However, badminton has a long tradition with 
Douglas College, and continued success at the provin-
cials shouldn't be a problem. 
The other team stuck with a rebuilding process could 
be the women's volleyball team. Still stinging from their 
disappointing bronze medal at the provincials (they 
were favourites to win it all), the team has lost veteran 
all-star Hari Reel, as well as their coach, Wendy 
Wheeler. Despite this, rookie of the year Shelly 
Chalmers will be back, and the core of the team should 
be returning as well. Considering that Malaspina, 
Douglas College's main nemesis, lost several starters 
as well, this could help Douglas in their goal to finally 
exorcise those demons, and win provincial gold. 
As for the wrestling team, defending national cham-
pion Travis Cross will be back, along with bronze 
medallist Jesse Saunders. Coach Dave McKay has 
also brought in some new recruits to bolster an already 
impressive squad. "It should be a strong team, if not 
stronger (than last year);' says Brian. But perhaps the 
squad with the highest expectations rests with men's 
soccer. "Our goal is the Nationals this year. We started 
off great last year, tailed off, but still won the silver. We 
should get Nationals;· he repeats, confident. Coach 
Joe Ormerod has been looking forward to opening day 
since the Awards Banquet, when he said, "We'll have 
most of our players back next season, and we'll get 
gold:' If his confidence rubs off on his players, the 
men's soccer team should be able to beat out Langara 
for gold at the provincials. 
Some squads like the men's volleyball and women's 
basketball teams will simply look to improve. Ed Lund 
has been working hard to find recruits for the women's 
basketball team that struggled to find wins last year. 
Meanwhile, the men's volleyball team is one year older, 
and should be able to fight their way into the provin-
cials. Many of their young players, like Chris Rich and 
James Wheeler, will be returning, and should be able 
to fine-tune their experience from last season. 
As for students who also like to play sports, as 
opposed to watch, there is a lot to do around Douglas 
College. "There's a slew of drop in activities, both here 
at New West and in Coquitlam. Volleyball, wheelchair 
basketball, badminton, floor hockey, you name it, it's 
there." Aerobics and dancing classes will also be con-
tinued at the New West campus. "For anyone who's 
feeling a little bit exotic, we've added belly dancing (this 
year)," adds Brian. And of course, for those desperate 
to relax from the daily onslaught of classes, the 
College offers yoga. 
But back to the point: what's in it for you, the student? 
Brian has an interesting idea: "We're still finalizing 
details, but we're hoping to introduce 'win your tuition: 
So, if you attend a sporting event, you get your name 
put in a draw, and could win, whether it's one free 
class, or the entire year." For athletes of other clubs, 
every time they attend a sporting event, their names 
will be entered into a draw, and names will be selected 
at the year-end sports' banquet. Prizes could include 
Canucks tickets, but again, details are still pending. But 
by the looks of it, Douglas College students won't have 
any excuse in not attending sporting events on cam-
pus. And hey, even if you don't like sports (which 
makes me wonder why you're still reading this article), 
when are you ever going to get the chance to win free 
tuition, especially with Campbell in power? Exactly. Get 
out and support the Royals! 
------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------- - . 
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The final Seuenth Inning Retch 
(and a farewell to· Douglas College] 
..... 
Patrick Wltwickl 
Sports Editor 
iamsportsman himself 
Yes, my friends, it's over. Your beloved sports editor is about to ride off into the sun-
set, with a prestigious new position at a different publication. You probably think this 
is one last chance to take a cheap shot at baseball, but that's not really true. Instead, 
with this final article, I thought I would touch upon my highlights of the past year, 
both as sports editor and sports fan, as well as utter my main complaints about 
sports in general. 
Let's start with the good first: the highlight of the sports year had to be the Canucks 
amazing run to make the playoffs. Who wasn't planning a victory parade when they 
won those first two games in Detroit? Yes, they eventually lost, but we can definite-
ly look forward to this season, can't we? But my personal highlight (and this may 
sound arrogant) was getting the chance to attend the World Cup in person, includ-
ing one game in Japan, and one in Korea. I doubt that experience will ever be dupli-
cated, no matter what I do in my upcoming sports' writing career. Unless, of course, 
Canada qualifies for 2006 ... 
Other highlights? Game Seven, LA Lakers vs. Sacramento, which was decided in 
overtime. Unfortunately, the expected happened, and those damn Lakers went on to 
increase that awful smirk on Kobe's face, but what a game! And of course, we can't 
forget the biggest event in Canada since 1972, when both of our hockey teams won 
gold in Salt Lake City. Shouldn't February 24 now be a national holiday? 
As for Douglas College sports, well, our badminton team won the provincials, our 
women's rugby team repeated as champions, our women's volleyball team finished 
fourth at the nationals, and wrestler Travis Cross won his class at the nationals. And 
of course, we can't forget how the Coquitlam Adanacs won the Mann Cup, after 
upsetting the undefeated Victoria Shamrocks in the WLA final. 
Personally, my favourite interviews had to be Lui Passaglia (former BC Lion) and 
Dave Lowry (Calgary Flames). Other highlights included getting to attend every 
Vancouver Ravens home game-especially the home opener when they knocked 
off Toronto-and working alongside Darcy Rota and the Coquitlam Express. My 
favourite DC moment came when the Douglas College women's volleyball team 
swept Malaspina 3-0 during the regular season, the first time that's happened to 
Malaspina in five years. Watching the men's soccer team play in the provincial final 
against Langara was also exciting, despite the disappointing result. 
Low-points? Well, the lowest of the low is about to happen, as baseball will once 
again go on strike, ending my dream of watching a "contracted World Series" with 
Minnesota taking on Montreal. Damn. I might have actually watched that, you know 
-ah, probably not. Baseball is baseball, unfortunately, no matter who is playing. 
And don't even talk about that stupid baseball all-star game. The Canucks before 
Christmas ~ere pathetic, the BC Lions continue to be inconsistent, and Detroit went 
and won the Stanley Cup. Despite all this, the past year was a great year for sports, 
and I enjoyed acting as the voice for the OP. 
Finally, before I ride off into the sunset, I would like to thank all of you who wrote 
for me over the past year, such as Brandon Yip, Bill McFadden, Sam Payne, 
Malminderjit Singh, Erin Culhane, Jason Kurylo, and anyone else I may have for-
gotten to mention. And one final request out there: if you love sports, why not write 
about it? I'm sure whoever takes over as sports editor would love some help. So, 
write, damn it! And don't forget to get out there and support your college teams. 
Have a great year, and maybe I'll see you on the cover of Sports Illustrated some 
day. 
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Paying the Price: the 2010 Olympics 
Patrick Witwicki 
Sports Editor 
Ever been to Vegas? I have. When I went there five 
years ago, I was on a strict budget. I found it very diffi-
cult to gamble efficiently because I was restricted to 
the n ic~ slots. Meanwhile, people around me at the 
quarter slot machines, or even the dollar slots, had 
enough money to get started, and just kept winning. I 
walked away from Vegas, a little ticked that the saying, 
"You have to spend money to make money;' is true. 
Over the past year, I have inundated our sports 
columns with endless Olympic articles, to the point 
where my fellow editors all groan, "Not another one!" 
Yes, you can probably guess I'm pro-Oiympics, but 
over the past year or so, I've learned enough to prop-
erly endorse my own beliefs. The media has been 
screaming "how can we afford to host this?" My retort? 
How can we not afford to host this? 
Yes, I know, Campbell's government has been going 
crazy cutting programs, and to promote something like 
the Olympics which would cost approximately 1 billion 
dollars to host might seem rather silly. But in compari-
son, I want you all to think back to the 80s, and the 
build-up to Expo 86. The opposition government at the 
time (NDP) spent thousands on advertising lambasting 
the entire idea as a colossal waste of money, and 
claimed more should be spent on health care and edu-
cation. However, Expo 86 went ahead, was a huge suc-
cess, and led to the boom of the early 90s. I certainly 
didn't hear any complaints coming from Mike 
Harcourt's government when they acquired a provincial 
economy in excellent health. Everybody was moving 
here. We had a sudden influx of Asians buying proper-
ty, and people from all over Canada (especially 
Ontario) couldn't wait to pack their bags and move to 
Lotus Land. And of course, until recently, our tourism 
industry was booming. Prior to 1986, you would be 
hard pressed to find any foreigner who knew where 
Canada was, never mind Vancouver. Now, whenever I 
travel , especially to Asia, everyone knows Vancouver, 
and most people admit they can't wait to come here 
and visit. 
And let's talk about Asia for a minute. As you know, I 
just returned from the World Cup in Japan. During my 
visit, I received many opportunities to talk to both 
Korean and Japanese people. They spent a walloping 
47 billion dollars in preparation for the World Cup. 47 
billion! That makes the 1 billion we need to host the 
2010 Olympics seem like bus fare. However, anyone I 
talked to-whether they were in the media, in busi-
ness, or simply a sports fan enjoying a pint at the 
pub-couldn't stop talking about how wonderful the 
World Cup would be for their respective countries. 
Tourism numbers for both countries went through the 
roof during that month, and let's be honest: how many 
people really want to visit South Korea or Japan? That 
isn't a slight against the two 
ion. Most people I know 
Australia. 
But again , most people I 
tries (England, Ireland, Ml:il!(l!>•ca 
ing about how much they 
Yes, it helps that both th 
very polite, and could 
two about hospitality, uu•-.ll't'o~~fw-'• 1 1• 
World Cup, both 
in the public eye on an &tl8"1•8hl!!lll~"'~l'!ll~~-,ho 
visited the countries 
again, and will tell their rne,nCII-..;l<acK nornfill~•oul 
wonderful experience. 
only watched the games 
sense of what the 
a trip over there in the near 
As for the economy, 
apparently created over 
Japan's current unemployment 
less than 4%. That's an amazing 
the city of Tokyo has 12.4 million 
Canada's entire population. Hosting 
has also done wonders for the game of 
especially in South Korea, so you could 
tournament has created more opportunity 
dren. So, with all the benefits in mind, why 
try and host the 2010 Winter Olympics? 
jobs in this province. Remember 10 years 
economy was booming, and our 
was near the lowest mark in Canada. 
But since 1993 or so, our economy has been 
downhill, to the point where the Liberals had no 
but to resort to desperate measures to try to get 
ing under control. And of course, tourism has 
hit since September 11 . And let's not forget the 
reputation of Vancouver as a "no fun city." For 
now, many businesses and people in general 
been proclaiming that our province needs a "kick in th 
ass." Hosting the Olympics would give Vancouver inter-
national exposure similar to what Japan and Korea 
received during the World Cup. Honestly, for those two 
weeks in 2010, the entire world would be viewing 
Vancouver and Whistler close up. Who in their right 
mind wouldn't want to come here after that? 
And for the people out there who claim, "Yeah, but 
what's in it for me?" Specifically, what would the bene-
fits be to Douglas College students? Well , jobs, for one. 
As a Print Futures graduate, I have to admit that jobs 
are scarce in our province. But, if we won the right to 
host the Olympics, a huge amount of opportunities 
based on my diploma would pop up. The same could 
be said for most students. Long-term benefits? If the 
2010 Olympics are as successful as they should be, 
and bring more money into the provincial coffers, we 
will eventually be able to put more money towards 
those two things everyone always bitches about: health 
care and education. And don't forget about all the 
opportunities this could present your children. It's just 
like I said, you have to spend money to make money. 
But, like I alluded to earliar in this article, hosting 
the Olympics is a gamble. Montreal still hasn't paid 
off their debt from hosting the Games in 1976. 
Atlanta spent a ridiculous amount of money in 1996, 
and the U.S. taxpayers are still footing the bill. But 
there are incidences where hosting the Olympics 
has paid dividends. Look at Calgary. Prior to 1988, 
Calgary had the reputation of being a "redneck" 
town . Now, everyone wants to live there. The 
Calgary Stampede, for example, is now a huge 
international event. Hosting the 1988 Winter 
Olympics put Calgary on the international map. 
Why shouldn't we in Vancouver have the right to 
do the same? Which city do you think is better? I 
think the answer is obvious. The entire world should 
know about Vancouver, and should have the right to 
pome here. In turn , this would create a better future 
fpr all students resent and future. And if all 
a party for two weeks, 
. to do anymore in this 
can't tell me students 
ago, I didn't have 
d about my budget to 
ded the World Cup, 
· all t1onesty, had the 
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Parity? What Parity? 
WLH Recap for July (Season finale) 
Patrick Wltwickl 
Sports Editor 
Ever heard the saying "A change is as good as a 
rest?" Well, if that's the case, the six teams in the 
Western Lacrosse Assocation don't listen. Just like last 
year, Victoria ran away with first place, although they 
actually lost a couple games along the way. Coquitlam 
played well enough to finish in second place, although, 
granted, they were missing their top three players 
for almost a month, due to the World Lacrosse 
Championships in Australia. And by upsetting New 
Westminster during their final game of the season, the 
North Shore Thunder leapfrogged Maple Ridge, once 
again handing the Burrards the first pick in next year's 
draft. After a decent start, Maple Ridge ended the 
season with 1 0 consecutive losses. 
The only blip on the screen occurred during the 
aforementioned North Shore victory. Earlier in the 
week, I had been expecting to write an article about the 
"surging Salmonbellies" who had won five of their last 
six games, prior to that loss. Instead, by losing that 
game, they finished in fourth place, one point back of 
Burnaby. Their reward? They get to play the Victoria 
Shamrocks, who thumped them 2Q-1 0 earlier this 
month. And Coquitlam, who must be thankful for North 
Shore's gift, get to play Burnaby, a team they had no 
trouble beating 1 0-5 to conclude the WLA regular 
season. 
But in a league with only six teams, parity and the 
WLA don't seem to be partners, as it looks inevitable 
that Coquitlam will be playing Victoria for the WLA 
Championship, and the right to play for the Mann Cup. 
New Westminster Notes: 
As mentioned, the Salmonbellies' month of July could 
have been perfect. Never mind the 2Q-1 0 setback 
against Victoria, they would have compiled a 6-1 
record if they hadn't fallen to lowly North Shore, 16-15. 
During that streak, Matt Disher was outstanding, 
including an impressive performance in Burnaby, when 
he kept the Lakers off the score sheet for an amazing 
period of 37 minutes en route to a 12-4 victory. They 
also won a squeaker on July 27 in Coquitlam's home 
rink, 12-11 , and must have been looking forward to a 
potential first round match-up against the favoured 
Adanac club. 
But dreams of an upset were shattered by their loss 
to the Thunder, and just the thought of trying to win one 
game against Victoria, never mind the entire series, 
seems impossible. Shamrocks forward Ted Dowling led 
the WLA in goals with 52, despite only playing in 16 
games. And Victoria led the league in goals scored. 
Only Kyle Goundrey of Maple Ridge finished with more 
points (92). However, with Matt Disher's impressive 
save percentage, New Westminster could pull a 
victory or two out of the hat, but an upset is 
unlikely. Incidentally, Craig Stevenson finished third in 
scoring with 86 points, and Peter Morgan was close 
behind in sixth with 74. 
Coquitlam Comments: 
The Adanacs can be excused for their mediocre play 
of late. For most of the past month, they have been 
missing their top three forwards in Dan Stroup, John 
Grant Jr., and Kevin Howard. Stroup is still coming 
back from an injury he sustained while in Australia, and 
may not be one hundred percent healthy for the play-
offs. But, once again, thanks to New Westminster's gaff 
against North Shore, Coquitlam gets a break, and 
opens the playoffs against Burnaby, a much smaller 
and less physical squad. 
In a sense, Coquitlam played just well enough to win. 
Measly victories of 14- 9 and 9-6 over a much weaker 
North Shore squad were less than impressive, and 
they fell into a deep hole versus New Westminster, 
before fighting back to make the game close. However, 
the game of the month occurred on July 6, when 
Victoria inched out a 13-11 victory in Coquitlam. The 
score changed hands several times, and went down to 
the wire, before Victoria managed to hang on. As for 
scoring leaders, no Coquitlam players made the top 
ten, but again, they were missing half their team for 
most of July. 
And by the time this issue hits the stands, you can 
bet Coquitlam will be battling Victoria, hoping to return 
to the Mann Cup as defending champions, while 
Victoria tries to exact some revenge on last year's 
disappointing finish . 
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THE ORHCLE 
language of astrology 
In the last few issues of the oracle I have been discussing and stressing the point 
that astrology has more to it then what is written in the horoscopes. In issues to 
come, I will analyze a variety of charts in order to expand your basic astrological 
knowledge. In the long run, your understanding of astrology will open the doors of 
your perception. You are welcome to e-mail me for any past issues so that you can 
catch up on the reading; my suggestion is to save these articles so that you have a 
complete booklet. It is through repetition that astrology is best understood. 
tions that are tension related, the sun can be arrogant, commanding, conceited or 
egotistical. Some people would even call this negative. · 
There are twelve houses in the natural zodiac. Written below is an example of 
them all. 
For your birthday, the sun was in one of the twelve zodiac signs. So the positive or 
negative expression of the Sun would manifest its energies through your horoscope 
sign. 
The sun is the vital force of all life. It is the expression of the self. There are twelve 
possible houses (signs) for the sun to be located in. This article deals with sun signs 
and how the planets affect each one. The sun when positively aspected is affec-
tionate, encouraging and kindhearted. When it is stressed or confronted with situa-
The Sun is also creative, ambitious, ardent, charitable, confident, boastful, dicta-
torial, glory seeking, lacking in confidence, and stubborn. 
If you store this information for later use, you will have a full picture and you will be 
able to read your own chart and the chart of all those around you. 
Aries.,... . 
When the Sun is in Leo, all is well for you Aries; your 
energy levels are up, your sense of adventure is rekin-
dled and life seems to be moving your way. What do 
you want to accomplish? The full moon on August 22 
will supply you with insight into emotions and feelings. 
All in all , the planets are supporting your progress. -
On the downside, you have just gone through some 
changes. You may feel a little lazy and self-indulgent so 
get up and start something new. Your challenge is to 
finish what you start. 
Taurus 
For the last year, Jupiter was in a favorable position 
to your sign. Well that time is over. August is 
always a month of movement and change for 
you-good or bad remains to be seen. The out-
come depends on how you handle the pressure. 
Focus on balance in all your relationships. 
Pace your food consumption. Be thrifty and let 
others have a say. By the 24th of August you will 
notice a shift and your thinking ability will 
enhance. Allow change in your life, sacrifice, sor-
row and pain- your reward will be wisdom. 
Gemini 
The planet Pluto represents change and refor-
mation. The changes are very slow, like climbing 
stairs. You will experience different levels of 
change over the next eight years. 
Now is a time to be honest with your self and 
others around you. Curb your impulsive nature. 
Think before you speak. There is great potential 
for you to come out of this change holding all the 
power you ever dreamed of. With great power 
comes great responsibility. Look deep into your 
psyche, and ask yourself, what are you truly here 
for? 
Cancer 
Not much happening in the stars for Cancer. 
Life is interesting enough right now. The moon is the 
planet that rules Cancer; it takes 29.5 days to move 
around the zodiac completely. Cancers are emotional, 
moody, sensitive and loving. For the next month, until 
August 24, be impulsive and outgoing. Experience the 
side of Cancer you dream of. 
After the 24, there's a good chance that you'll have 
plenty of time to be calm and collected. Until then have 
fun and trust your feelings. 
Leo 
The Sun rules your sign and you have waited long 
enough. HAPPY BIRTHDAY. The next twelve months 
are yours; step out and claim the prize, do the work, 
establish yourself. You are in a time of change. Your 
dreams can become a reality; relationships look very 
promising, so get on the boat and travel to greener 
shores. This time will pass so stock up now. When the 
Sun passes through your sign , it's like a recharge of 
your battery-how you spend these days will affect the 
days that follow. 
Virgo 
The planet Mercury, which rules Virgo, has come 
home. Your mind is becoming keen and sharp, focused 
and recharged for new mental activities. The planet 
Saturn, ruler of time, is still having its way with you. 
Have discipline over you,r mind, you are the one who 
has a choice to think and direct thoughts. Be kind, and 
get a grip on being critical of yourself and others. Now 
is the chance to put into practice your diplomacy. Read 
Gemini. 
Libra 
The planet of love, peace, harmony and happiness is 
visiting you this month. 
Venus rules Libra. Like Leo, this is a great time for 
you. Enjoy all the beauty that surrounds you. When I 
think of this time for you, I say, "make it count''. Great 
achievements can be realized. Everything will flow 
smoothly. Be aware of your emotions. In general you 
are always balanced. It's a good idea to write all your 
ideas down. 
Scorpio 
Uranus, the planet of sudden change has been on 
your back for years. By now you are used to the effects 
of disruptive energies. By next March the effects will 
end. It's important to be curious about this time and 
see if you can constructively express your aggressive 
energies. Perhaps learning martial arts or some form 
of energy building activity would help calm your inten-
sity. Avoid all mind-altering substances, and be practi-
cal with your dreams. 
Your desire nature is strong, and your unconscious 
mind sometimes stronger. Talk about what's happening 
to someone you trust, and trust that these changes will 
be over in time. Control is a thing of the past. Trust is in 
the future. 
Sagittarius 
There must be some other truth to the situation . 
Always being on the defensive only leaves you uptight, 
critical and temperamental. This in tu rn will leave you 
extremely tense and feeling that you have to prove 
yourself. Remember that everyone has the truth . All 
wars are the result of different opinions, 
thoughts, ideas or feel ings. August can relieve 
some of the pressure. September will be a 
challenge so be respectful and compassionate, 
as there are a lot of new habits to learn and 
plenty to undo. Be patient- learn from all the 
signs. 
Capricorn 
Down to earth Capricorn , Saturn rules your 
sign. All your actions are well considered. You 
are calm , conservative, determined , disci-
plined, sometimes dogmatic, faithful , firm, fru-
gal, hardworking, methodical , persistent, practi-
cal , and serious. Talk about what you want to 
accomplish. This is a great time to start writing 
a book, or practice learning a new language. 
You are in good favor this month-join Cancel 
for a fun time. 
Aquarius 
Your planet is Uranus. Aquarians are cheerful , 
compassionate, electric, excellent conversa-
tionalists on current events and new discover-
ies, faithful , friendly, gentle, insightful, intelli-
gent, and romantic. On the dark side you can 
be contrary, aloof, defiant, disorderly and some-
times hostile. Set limits and boundaries for your self 
and the people around you. That way the light side will 
always shine brighter. 
Pisces 
Read Gemini and Virgo for greater insight into your 
challenges. There are opportunities now, perhaps too i 
many. Move one step at a time like a turtle. Establish 
solid foundations for your dreams to come true. B€ 
focused and complete your jobs one at a time. Be dis-
ciplined with your time, and time will be easy on you. 
Watch your health. Now is the time to rebuild all of your 
belief systems. Learn from Capricorn this month. 
Bg Odin 
Thoth flstrologicallife Sciences 
Schooloffhoth(Q)gahoo.com 
